
Replace invasive English ivy and vinca with native
groundcovers suited to your site conditions. For more
alternatives, refer to the Quarry/Shade Garden plant list
or the “Tried-and-True” “Ground Covers” at mgnv.org.

5. Iris cristata (dwarf crested iris): 6-12” tall with
indefinite spread to form dense colonies in sun to
partial shade and moist soil; spring flowers.

6. Packera aurea (golden ragwort): 6-30” tall in sun to
shade and moist to wet soil; naturalizes rapidly. Basal
leaves form an attractive groundcover if the soil is kept
moist and may remain evergreen in mild winters.

7. Chrysogonum virginianum (green-and-gold): 6-
12” tall with 2-3’ spread in full sun to partial shade and
well-drained soil; spring (and some summer) flowers.

8. Tiarella cordifolia (foamflower): 6-12” tall (semi)
evergreen mounds bloom mid-spring in partial to full shade
and moist, well drained soil (tolerates drought briefly).

9. Eurybia divaricata (white wood aster): 1-3’ tall with
18-30” spread in partial to full shade and dry soil; zig-zag
stems, heart-shaped leaves; flowers late summer into fall.

Native Ephemerals
Ferns have existed for over 300 million years, before
dinosaurs and flowering plants. Ferns do not produce
flowers or seeds. They reproduce by spores encased
in sori, usually located underneath the fern leaf or
frond (see picture #10). Ferns provide wildlife shelter.

10. Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas fern):
1-2’ tall and wide circular clump in partial shade and
moist, well-drained soil; tolerates more sun with
enough moisture as well as drier soils in full shade.
Sterile fronds are evergreen. [Fertile frond pictured.]

11. Adiantum pedatum (northern maidenhair):
1-2’ tall, graceful, fan-shaped clumps in partial to full
shade and rich, well-drained, evenly moist soil.

12. Dennstaedtia punctilobula (hay-scented fern):
1-3’ tall, single fronds in partial to full shade and
average soil; spreads rapidly in patches as
groundcover or for erosion control; can be invasive.

13. Osmunda claytoniana (interrupted fern): 2-6’
tall, easily grown clumps with an upright habit in
partial to full shade and drier to moist soil.

14. Osmunda regalis (royal fern): 2-6’ tall in partial
to full shade. It prefers moist to wet soil, but can
tolerate shallow water year-round.

Native Ferns
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Spring ephemerals are usually native wildflowers whose

natural habitat is a deciduous forest. In the Quarry/Shade

Garden (pictured top left), they emerge in March/April,

produce flowers and fruit and fade away, all within a

couple of months. They grow quickly, taking advantage

of favorable soil conditions and sunlight available before

deciduous trees leaf out. As the tree canopy closes, they

enter a dormant period when other perennials or annuals

can fill the above ground spaces they vacate. In fall, their

roots and small shoots grow underground but ephemerals

will not emerge until the next spring with a floral display.

1. Mertensia virginica (Virginia bluebells): 12-30” tall

in part shade and well-drained soil; early spring flowers.

Foliage dies back and plant goes dormant in summer.

2. Uvularia grandiflora (bellwort): 1-2’ tall in shade

and moist soil; attractive en masse and to deer. If/when

foliage dies back depends on growing conditions/site.

3. Stylophorum diphyllum (celandine poppy): 12-18”

tall in part to full shade and moist to wet soil; showy spring

flowers/fruits; goes dormant in summer if soil dries out.

4. Phlox divaricata (woodland phlox): 12-18” stems

hold spring flowers in light to part shade; may go dormant

in summer; reappears as low evergreen groundcover in fall.
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Native Groundcovers
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