
                    

Resources: 
How to grow pumpkins in 
containers: A step-by-step 
guide (gardenerknowhow.com) 
 
How to Grow Pumpkins in Pots 
(pumpkinlicious.com) 
 
Growing Pumpkin Plants with 
Kids - Bing video 
 

August 2022 Theme: Fall Planting 
Youth and Children’s Education Activity 

“Pumpkin Palooza Pots”  
 

Overview: Summer is the time for 
garden grown vegetables and fruits. 
However, did you forget the pumpkins? 
If so, you can still plant for fall harvest. 
Starting NOW through August. 
Pumpkins mature in 90-120 days and must be harvested before first 
frost. The smaller varieties like pie pumpkins mature quicker than the 
larger ones. Planting pumpkin seeds in large containers is a fun way to 
have your very own “pumpkin palooza” by Halloween! 
 
Age range: 3-12 or older 
 
What children will learn:  
When to plant pumpkin seeds for fall 
harvest 
How to plant pumpkin seeds in a container 
What pumpkins need to grow in a 
container 
How to care for pumpkins in a container 
Harvesting tips for pumpkins grown in a 
container 

 

When for fall harvest: July through August (90-120 days to mature). 
How to plant: 10 gallon pot for small and 15-20 gallons for large 
pumpkins. Pot should have at least one hole for good drainage. Sow 
4-6 seeds in the pot, each seed 1-2 cm deep in the soil. If you plant 
them deeper, it will be harder for them to come out of the soil. It 
usually takes 5 to 10 days for the seeds to germinate. Then, 
depending on the size, remove the weakest seedlings when the 
second set of true leaves appears. 
What pumpkins need: slightly acidic potting soil enriched with 
additional compost; add 10-10-10 fertilizer every two weeks, but 
before blooms appear, stop this, and add bone meal or 5-15-15; 
 4-6 hours of sun; constantly moist but not waterlogged soil. 
Care of pumpkins: frequent watering at the base of the plant; a 
large trellis away from walls for the vines to attach to; slings for 
growing fruit; mulch when a few inches tall to retain moisture and 
lower soil temps.  
Harvesting: 3-4 months after planting, depending on variety. 
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https://gardenerknowhow.com/how-to-grow-pumpkins-in-containers-a-step-by-step-guide#:~:text=You%20can%20start%20harvesting%20pumpkins%203%20to%204,which%20pumpkins%20are%20fully%20ripe%20from%20their%20colors.
https://gardenerknowhow.com/how-to-grow-pumpkins-in-containers-a-step-by-step-guide#:~:text=You%20can%20start%20harvesting%20pumpkins%203%20to%204,which%20pumpkins%20are%20fully%20ripe%20from%20their%20colors.
https://gardenerknowhow.com/how-to-grow-pumpkins-in-containers-a-step-by-step-guide#:~:text=You%20can%20start%20harvesting%20pumpkins%203%20to%204,which%20pumpkins%20are%20fully%20ripe%20from%20their%20colors.
https://www.pumpkinlicious.com/grow-pumpkins-in-pots.html
https://www.pumpkinlicious.com/grow-pumpkins-in-pots.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kids+growing+pumpkins+video&&view=detail&mid=C5455D1EB7A011E5D444C5455D1EB7A011E5D444&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dkids%2520growing%2520pumpkins%2520video%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dkids%2520growing%2520pumpkins%2520video%26sc%3D0-27%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DFB1390B481C04064A41DBD35307A8C2C%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=kids+growing+pumpkins+video&&view=detail&mid=C5455D1EB7A011E5D444C5455D1EB7A011E5D444&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dkids%2520growing%2520pumpkins%2520video%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dkids%2520growing%2520pumpkins%2520video%26sc%3D0-27%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DFB1390B481C04064A41DBD35307A8C2C%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0

