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Perennial Foliage, Flowers with Pollinators,³ En Masse

Height: 1–3 feet

Spread: 1–3 feet

Bloom Color: Blue, purple, sometimes pink

Characteristics

Bushy, stiff-branched herbaceous perennial

Alternate, clasping, scabrous (sometimes 
glabrous), oblong to lanceolate, aromatic (when 
crushed) leaves reduced as they ascend 
pubescent stems; lower leaves quick to fall 

~1-inch, composite flowers of 14–40 rays and 
yellow to red disk florets bloom late Sep. until frost

Ribbed cypsela with brown pappi disperse by wind 

Spreads by seeds and stolons or rhizomes⁴

Attributes

Tolerates clay, sandy, rocky, and dry soils; 
drought; erosion; coastal elements

No serious problems but watch for leaf spot, rust, 
powdery mildew; deer seldom severely damage

Attracts numerous specialized and other bees 
and butterflies; larval host to ~12 lepidopterans 

Growing and Maintenance Tips Excellent Replacement for

Soil Requirements: Average, well-drained Chrysanthemum - Mums (marginally hardy) 

Light Requirements: Sun Dendranthema - Hardy Garden Mums

Water Requirements: Dry, Moist 1. In the Mid-Atlantic region, it is native to DC, rare in MD, and 
infrequent in central and southwestern parts of PA. In VA, it is 
infrequent to locally common in the mountains and rare in the 
Piedmont. In NoVA, it is not reported in Prince William County.
2. Cultivars receive 4.7 & 4.6 (out of 5) performance ratings 
in Mt. Cuba Center’s “Asters for the Mid-Atlantic Region.” 
3. Bumble bee on compact ‘October Skies’ and American 
Lady butterfly on reliable, floriferous ‘Raydon’s Favorite.’ 
4. Aromatic Aster colonizes by stolons according to the 
USDA/NRCS Plant Fact Sheet and by rhizomes according to 
the Flora of Virginia.
5. Learn more about Garden Cleanup for Pollinators: Trim 
Perennial Stems in Their First Winter.

Provide good air circulation to prevent foliar disease; 
may need regular thinning to control spread 

Pinch back by half mid-June for denser plant; dead-
head after flowering to prevent seeding; trim⁵ dead 
stems to 12–24” so native bees can nest in hollows

Use in native, pollinator, or rock gardens, meadows 

Hardiness: USDA Zones 3a–8b
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Dense mounds of showy Aromatic Aster flowers, among the last to bloom 
before hard frost, attract myriad pollinators. They grow easily in 
habitats¹ ranging from moist woodlands to sandy prairies from New 
York west to Montana and south to North Carolina and New Mexico. Top-
rated² cultivars include ‘October Skies’ and ‘Raydon’s Favorite.’

Symphyotrichum oblongifolium    

Aromatic Aster

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fext.vt.edu%2Faccessibility&data=05%7C02%7Cedo%40vt.edu%7C2585ef2f88964a6891b008ddacd5c21f%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638856756344385879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RpBNwqD76hMkMsluCvQyKXfUBE1uvT0mzPBg%2BD%2B%2B4%2FE%3D&reserved=0
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/perennial/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-phyllotaxis-alternate-opposite/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-petiole-petiolule/#clasping
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/pubescent/#pubescent_def
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-glabrous/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-lanceolate/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/pubescent/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/abaxial-adaxial-axis-rachis-stem/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/capitulum-disk-disk-floret-floret-ligule-ray-floret/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/capitulum-disk-disk-floret-floret-ligule-ray-floret/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/cypsela/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-pappus/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-stolon/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-rhizome/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/clay-humus-loam-mulch-sand-silt-soil/#clay
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/clay-humus-loam-mulch-sand-silt-soil/#sand
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#deer
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/larva/
https://mgnv.org/pollinators-and-more/lepidoptera/
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#soil
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#light
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#water
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/native-non-native-alien-invasive/
https://mtcubacenter.org/trials/aster/
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/garden-cleanup-for-pollinators-trim-perennial-stems-in-their-first-winter
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#hardiness

